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27-1-28. Taking of nongame species.

(a) Except as otherwise provided by law, rule, or regulation, it shall be unlawful to hunt, trap, fish, take, possess, or transport 
any nongame species of wildlife, except that the following species may be taken by any method except those specifically 
prohibited by law or regulation: 

(1) Rats; 

(2) Mice; 

(3) Coyotes; 

(4) Armadillos; 

(5) Groundhogs; 

(6) Beaver; 

(7) Fresh-water turtles; 

(8) Poisonous snakes; 

(9) Frogs; 

(10) Spring lizards; 

(11) Fiddler crabs; 

(12) Fresh-water crayfish; 

(13) Fresh-water mussels; and

(14) Nutria. 
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“Spring Lizards”
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Founded 

in 1999
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Produced 

in 2002
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2002 –

Stakeholders’ 

group developed 

proposed law  

changes
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2003

H.B. 345 introduced in General Assembly

(legalize wildlife hunting over bait, 

particularly deer)
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Rider: 

An additional provision annexed to 

a bill under the consideration of a 

legislature, having little connection 

with the subject matter of the bill.

Georgia’s Constitution states that 

the subject of a rider must be 

“germane” to the bill.
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Asian Turtle Crisis
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July 2005

Seizure of 534 turtles, mostly 

map turtles and alligator 

snappers



Department of Natural Resources
Wildlife Resources Division

March 2008:

DNR received 

petition from CBD
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§ 27-3-19.1. Regulation of the exporting, farming, and selling of fresh-water turtles

(a) It shall be unlawful to export, farm, or sell any fresh-water turtle or part thereof except 

in accordance with rules and regulations adopted by the board.

(b) As the board deems appropriate for purposes of this Code section, it may promulgate 

such rules and regulations as are reasonable and necessary under sound wildlife 

management practices.

History

Code 1981, § 27-3-19.1, enacted by Ga. L. 2010, p. 952, § 5/SB 474.

OFFICIAL CODE OF GEORGIA ANNOTATED

Copyright 2018 by The State of Georgia All rights reserved.

2010
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Laws vs. Regulations

Laws – Enacted by bill passage in legislature, 

followed by Governor’s signature.

Regulations – Adopted by majority vote of Board of 

Natural Resources.

The Georgia Board of Natural Resources cannot promulgate

rules or regulations in conflict with established laws
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RULES 
OF 

GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
 

CHAPTER 391-4-16 
FRESH-WATER TURTLE REGULATIONS 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
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391-4-16-.04 Permits. 
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391-4-16-.06 Acquisition of Turtles. 
391-4-16-.07 Specifications for Turtle Farms. 
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391-4-16-.09 Inspection and Inventory of Turtle Farms 
  
391-4-16-.01 Purpose. 
The purpose of these regulations is to establish procedures for the 
export, farming and sale of native fresh-water turtles pursuant to 
O.C.G.A. Section 27-3-19.1.  The following regulations prescribe 
the rules and regulations necessary to administer the export, 
farming, and sale of native fresh-water turtles under sound wildlife 
management practices.  

2012

391-4-16-.05 Limits. 
(1) Any person possessing a commercial turtle permit may not 
take the following species in numbers greater than the respective 
limit on an annual (i.e., April 1-March 31) basis: 
Species   Common Name  Limit 
Apalone ferox   Florida Softshell Turtle    100 
Apalone spinifera  Spiny Softshell Turtle     100 
Chelydra serpentina  Common Snapping Turtle    300  
Chrysemys picta  Painted Turtle      300 
Kinosternon baurii  Striped Mud Turtle     300 
Kinosternon subrubrum   Eastern Mud Turtle        300 
Pseudemys concinna    River Cooter      100  
Sternotherus minor  Loggerhead Musk Turtle    300 
Sternotherus odoratus Common Musk Turtle        300 
Trachemys scripta  Pond Slider   1,000 
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391-4-16-.05 Limits. 
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391-4-16-.03 Unlawful Activities.

1) It is unlawful for any person to export native fresh-water turtles without a valid commercial 

turtle farming permit issued by the department.

2) It is unlawful for any person to possess more than ten (10) native fresh-water turtles without a 

valid commercial turtle farming permit issued by the department.

2018
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Efforts to Reform Rattlesnake Roundups in Georgia
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Brimley’s Chorus Frog

Modern-day Rattlesnake Roundups in GA

Claxton

Whigham

Fitzgerald
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Brimley’s Chorus Frog

Counting, weighing, sorting
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Skin and curio vendors
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Brimley’s Chorus Frog

Activities
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Brimley’s Chorus Frog

Parades
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Brimley’s Chorus Frog

Beauty Pageants 
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Brimley’s Chorus Frog

What does NOT happen at 

Georgia rattlesnake 

roundups…
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Brimley’s Chorus Frog

Public killing and skinning of snakes
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Brimley’s Chorus Frog

Idiotic, cruel, and dangerous contests



Department of Natural Resources
Wildlife Resources Division

Brimley’s Chorus Frog

Letter writing campaigns…
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Brimley’s Chorus Frog

…to roundup organizers
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Brimley’s Chorus Frog

TITLE 27. GAME AND FISH 

CHAPTER 2. LICENSES, PERMITS, AND STAMPS GENERALLY 

ARTICLE 1. HUNTING, TRAPPING, OR FISHING 

§ 27-1-28.  Taking of nongame species 

(a) Except as otherwise provided by law, rule, or regulation, it shall be unlawful to hunt, trap, fish, 

take, possess, or transport any nongame species of wildlife, except that the following species may be 

taken by any method except those specifically prohibited by law or regulation:

(1) Rats;

(2) Mice;

(3) Coyotes;

(4) Armadillos;

(5) Groundhogs;

(6) Beaver;

(7) Fresh-water turtles;

(8) Poisonous snakes;

(9) Frogs;

(10) Spring lizards;

(11) Fiddler crabs;

(12) Fresh-water crayfish;

(13) Fresh-water mussels; and

(14) Nutria.

Why not just make roundups illegal?



Department of Natural Resources
Wildlife Resources Division

Brimley’s Chorus Frog

• Roundup proceeds go to charities and other good causes

• Related tourism generates lots of $$ for the community (Claxton Rattlesnake 

Roundup voted one of the “Top 20 Events in the SE” by the SE Tourism Society)

• Community and many others believe they are performing an important, even 

necessary safety measure

• Most people don’t like snakes, much less rattlesnakes

• Legal action would increase animosity against GA DNR and may threaten ongoing or 

future conservation measures on private lands in the region

Why so politically difficult?
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Brimley’s Chorus Frog

Problems with Rattlesnake Roundups

(from American Society of Ichthyologists and Herpetologists position paper)

• Promote overexploitation of natural populations of wildlife

• Promote unnecessary killing and inhumane treatment of 

individual animals

• Promote degradation of habitat

• Promote outdated attitudes toward important elements of 

America’s natural history                                                                                              
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ALSO, southeastern roundups especially contribute to declines of 

eastern diamondbacks and other imperiled wildlife species
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Brimley’s Chorus Frog

DNR Proposal 

In exchange for:

1. eliminating the capture of wild snakes

2. eliminating the sale of native wildlife meat, parts, venom, and other 

products

DNR will annually provide:

1. at least 40 captive adult rattlesnakes for display

2. educational wildlife programs

3. educational wildlife exhibits 

4. recruitment of other wildlife educators and conservation 

organizations to set up displays, etc.

5. promotion of the event through press releases, electronic 

newsletters, Dept. of Industry, Tourism, and Trade publications, etc.
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2000
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Brimley’s Chorus Frog

2006
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USFWS 12- Month Finding on petition 

(2011)
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Brimley’s Chorus Frog

2011
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§ 27-1-30. Disturbing or destroying wildlife habitats 

GA - Official Code of Georgia Annotated O.C.G.A. § 27-1-30 

TITLE 27. GAME AND FISH > CHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Except as otherwise provided by law or regulation, it shall be unlawful to 

disturb, mutilate, or destroy the dens, holes, or homes of any wildlife; to blind 

wildlife with lights; or to use explosives, chemicals, electrical or mechanical 

devices, or smokers of any kind in order to drive such wildlife out of such 

habitats, provided that this Code section shall not apply to poisonous snakes.

2014

https://advance.lexis.com/container/?pdmfid=1000516&crid=e424abea-268c-4691-827c-0d0898c34cfe&pdtocsearchterm=27-1-30&pdtocsearchoption=docsonly&pdsearchterms=&pdtypeofsearch=TOCSearchDoc&pdfilterstring=MTA5MTIwMw&pdtocfullpath=/shared/tableofcontents/urn:contentItem:7YJ8-39M0-Y905-D000-00008-00&pdbcts=1540495959787&config=00JABlN2Q2OTIwYi1kMjQwLTQxMWEtOWM1YS00MzUwY2MzYjQ5ZTAKAFBvZENhdGFsb2eiEwC2ZWq2J6k0Uwbdk8jZ&ecomp=-kL8kkk&prid=2687ee94-e474-44d3-92dd-1ab9bc599df2
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Brimley’s Chorus Frog

Wildlife Exhibition Permits

TITLE 27. GAME AND FISH 

CHAPTER 2. LICENSES, PERMITS, AND STAMPS GENERALLY 

ARTICLE 1. HUNTING, TRAPPING, OR FISHING 

§ 27-2-13. Wildlife exhibition permits 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to keep, hold, or possess any wildlife in captivity for the purpose of display or 

exhibition to the public without first procuring a valid wildlife exhibition permit as provided in Code Section 27-2-23. No 

such permit shall be issued by the department except where the exhibition or display is solely for educational purposes. 

The department may impose conditions on such permit requiring adequate sanitation facilities, housing, and feed for the 

animals and insuring the safety of the public in accordance with regulations promulgated by the board. Exhibitions of 

wildlife by educational institutions; state, city, county, or municipal zoos; or transient circuses shall not be required to 

procure a wildlife exhibition permit, provided that such exhibitors must comply with all regulations of the board relating to

sanitation, housing, feed, and public safety. Nothing in this Code section shall be construed to require a permit to exhibit 

or display fish.

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person holding any wildlife in captivity pursuant to a wildlife exhibition permit to release the 

wildlife from captivity or to house or maintain the wildlife in such a manner as to pose a reasonable possibility that the 
wildlife may be released accidentally or escape from captivity.
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Brimley’s Chorus Frog

Claxton Roundup Conversion

1967 - 2011

2012, 2013, 2014, - ?
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Brimley’s Chorus Frog

Roundup

Festival

Claxton Roundup Conversion
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Brimley’s Chorus Frog

Claxton Roundup Conversion

Exploitation

Education!
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Brimley’s Chorus Frog

Modern-day Rattlesnake Roundups in GA

Claxton

Whigham

Fitzgerald


